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This mission has been supported by Con-
gress in the last two years and by the Acad-
emy Decadal Astrophysics reports in 1990 and
2000. To this point NASA has spent approxi-
mately $300 million on the program. Unfortu-
nately, the President's 2008 budget request
for NASA drastically scaled back funding for
the program—essentially putting it on ice.
Thankfully, Chairman MOLLOHAN has restored
funding for SIM and directed NASA to proceed
with development.

JPL has also been the epicenter of our ef-
forts to explore Mars. The rovers Spirit and
Opportunity have been exploring the Red
Planet for the past 32 years and next month
the Mars Phoenix Lander will begin its journey
to Mars. | am happy to report that the bill fully
funds the Mars program, which allows for a
new mission to be launched about every 2
years.

Finally, NASA does not currently have an
outer planets mission in development and |
am happy that the bill provides $10 million to
begin work on such a mission.

Mr. Chairman, | know that many of my col-
leagues have expressed support today for
NASA and its mission and have elaborated at
length on the technological and other spinoffs
from the space program. | would like to urge
all of you to remember another crucial spinoff
from the space program—international good-
will.

The United States is not universally loved
around the world at the moment. However,
one area in which our prestige remains
undiminished is in space exploration. The
ESA, the Canadians, the Japanese, the Indi-
ans and many others want to partner with us.
Our space program also continues to generate
enormous interest and enthusiasm worldwide.
In the first 2 months after Spirit and Oppor-
tunity landed on Mars in January 2004, JPL’s
rover website registered almost 9 billion hits
from around the world. At a time when Amer-
ica needs ways to communicate with a grow-
ing and increasingly younger global audience,
our space program is an important public di-
plomacy asset.

| thank the Chairman and urge my col-
leagues to support the bill.

——————

TRIBUTE TO BLOUNT MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2007

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor a hospital that embodies the spirit,
standard, and strength of the community it
serves.

Blount Memorial Hospital in Maryville, Ten-
nessee first opened its doors 60 years ago
with 50 beds and 12 doctors. Now, with hun-
dreds of beds and doctors and numerous out-
reach facilities, the hospital sets a new stand-
ard for community healthcare.

The citizens of Maryville are blessed to
have at their disposal such quality care close
to home. People of many other communities
its size must often travel to bigger towns for
full care, but this is not so in Blount County,
Tennessee.

| am extremely honored to represent the
fine men and women who work hard every
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day to make Blount Memorial
source of community pride.

The hospital’s transformation into a pre-
miere medical facility could not have occurred
without the outstanding leadership of its long-
time administrator. Joe Dawson has witnessed
many milestones in his 22 years at Blount Me-
morial, and | am sure he will spearhead many
more. | thank him for his leadership.

Madam Speaker, in closing, | would like to
call to the attention of my colleagues and
other readers of the RECORD the article from
the Daily Times newspaper, which is reprinted
below.

[From the Daily Times, July 25, 2007]
BMH TURNS 60
(By Jessica Stith)

With 50 beds and 12 physicians, Blount Me-
morial Hospital opened its doors to the com-
munity 60 years ago. Now, the hospital
houses over 304 licensed beds, not including
the 76 beds in their transitional care center
or the 92 beds in MorningView Village, a sen-
ior community. The hospital currently em-
ploys more than 280 physicians on active and
courtesy staffs.

On Tuesday, 24 American flags were un-
veiled down East Lamar Alexander Parkway
in front of the hospital in celebration of the
hospital’s 60th anniversary and in honor of
those who have died in the line of duty,
those missing in action and those who served
and continue to serve our Nation.

Past and present employees, board mem-
bers, physicians, volunteers, hospital part-
ners from the past and friends of the Blount
Memorial Hospital family joined to celebrate
and recall the history of the hospital.

Two proclamations were presented to the
hospital—one from Blount County and the
cities of Maryville and Alcoa and a second
from the Tennessee House of Representa-
tives.

Joe Dawson, who became the hospital’s
sixth administrator in 1985, opened the cere-
mony by welcoming guests in the birthday
celebration of the hospital. ‘“This is the ac-
tual first day (July 24) Blount Memorial
took their first patient,”” Dawson said.

Dawson said the 24 honor flags would be
displayed on patriotic holidays and the hos-
pital’s anniversary each year.

Robert Redwine, president of the hospital’s
board of directors, said this year’s anniver-
sary theme was, ‘‘Honoring the past. Ensur-
ing the future.” Redwine pointed out the
rich history and milestones of the hospital.
He said the need for the hospital arose in the
early 1940s when ALCOA Inc.’s North Plant
was built.

The hospital’s ‘‘founding fathers,” Judge
George Roberts, Joe Gamble and A.D. Hud-
dleston. were appointed to investigate the
feasibility of building a publicly owned hos-
pital in the county.

In 1945, the Federal Works Agency agreed
to finance about 50 percent ($200,000) of the
$400,000 needed to build it. The community
raised $200,000 that included a $100,000 dona-
tion from ALCOA. The aluminum company’s
contribution included a day’s pay given by
every worker, Redwine said.

A 14-acre site was purchased, and Mary-
ville College donated 0.675 acres of land in
front of Walland Highway, where construc-
tion began.

On Blount Memorial’s first day of oper-
ation, 40 patients were brought to the hos-
pital by ambulance and six were admitted.
The staff performed two operations, dealt
with two emergencies and delivered a baby
boy, Richard Brown.

Since that day, the hospital has grown sig-
nificantly in its size and services offered. In
the past 10 years, The Good Samaritan Clin-
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ic, Blount Memorial Health Center at Tellico
West in Vonore, Home Equipment Services
office, MorningView Village, Transitional
Care Center, Breast Health Center, Atrium
Cafe and an outpatient diagnostic center at
Springbrook have been opened—not to men-
tion many additions and renovations.

Redwine thanked many partners and
friends of the hospital for their continued
support. ‘“And of course we want to thank
the community for your continued support,”’
Redwine said.

“We are here to serve you.” ‘‘Please re-
member this is your hospital. We want you
to be proud of it, and we want you to use it.”

Proclamations read:

Blount County Mayor Jerry Cunningham,
Alcoa Mayor Don Mull and Maryville Vice
Mayor Tom Taylor presented a joint procla-
mation to the hospital on behalf of the coun-
ty and cities. The proclamation ‘‘declares
July 24, 2007, as Blount Memorial Hospital’s
60th Anniversary Day,” and encourages the
community to join the celebration.

State Rep. Doug Overbey and Rep. Joe
McCord presented a proclamation to the hos-
pital stating that the ‘‘General Assembly is
privileged to recognize Blount Memorial
Hospital for its countless contributions to
the well-being of the citizens of Tennessee.”’

Senator and retired physician Raymond
Finney spoke at the celebration about how
he was glad to be ‘‘back home’ as he was on
staff at Blount Memorial Hospital for 33
years. He talked about the hospital’s accom-
plishments and credited many of those to
great leadership who have been there for
years.

“One of the things that makes this hos-
pital so good is capable people that stay
put,” Finney said. ‘I really appreciate
what’s been accomplished here. I know what
is going on across the state in health care,
and we have an exemplary hospital here.”

Dawson said he expects the hospital to
continue growing and believes the hospital
will reach many more goals by its 70th anni-
versary. ‘“‘We’re very much a reflection of
Blount County and the changes of Blount
County,” Dawson said.

In the next 5 to 10 years, Dawson said he
expects the hospital will have new tech-
nology and said the hospital will be ‘‘reach-
ing out into the community’ more by build-
ing more primary care and outpatient facili-
ties.

———

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2008

SPEECH OF

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 25, 2007

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3093, making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce and Justice, and Science, and Related
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2008, and for other purposes:

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Chairman, |
rise today in support of this bill.

The bill includes funding for many important
programs, and while | think some do deserve
more funding than the bill provides, | recog-
nize that the appropriators had a challenging
task in shaping the bill because of budget con-
straints. Overall, | think the bill is a good one
and | congratulate Chairmen OBEY and MoOL-
LOHAN for making these difficult decisions in a
very constructive manner.
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